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Disheartens any fair and frank
Good man who fears to lose his rank.
Now were these tidings far diffused;
No men were ever so confused,                                           5,570
Grief-stricken, and disheartened quite
At thinking of one man who might
Make his departure from the host 5
For they believed their cause were lost
If the king left them to their fate.
And they were in precarious strait,
A prey to strife and to discord.
And peace would never be restored
'Twixt those of Tyre and Ascalon.
RICHARD ASKS   COUNSEL OF  HIS  BARONS
The next day, between tierce and none,                                  8,580
The king summoned the baronage
And told them of the embassage
That came from England to his hand,
How men essayed to steal his land
And how they had deposed and reft
Of power the chancellor he left
To govern for him in his place$
Therefore he must his steps retrace.
He said, if it should happen so
That he were thus obliged to go,                                           8,590
That he would leave, at his expense,
Three hundred knights of excellence
In Syria, two thousand, too,
Of sergeants, loyal, brave, and true.
He said it was his wish to know
And to be answered who should go
Homeward with him to share his fate.
He set them to deliberate
Whether to go or to remain,
For he wished no man to constrain.                                        8,600